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Federation of Islamic Organizations in Europe

Communiqué

Yes for the respect for fundamental rights and freedom in Europe

- The FIOE welcomes and pays tribute to EU members of parliament who
invited their colleagues to sign the draft declaration concerning the respect for
the fundamental rights and liberties of citizens, including the free choice for men
and women to dress as comfortably as they please. The respect for those rights is
the best guarantee for the different religions, and different political and
philosophical trends to live together in peace.

- The FIOE, considers that the law passed in France in March the 15th, 2004,
banning every conspicuous sign at school, constitutes a violation of the
religious freedom which is guaranteed by international and European
conventions, and that this ban specifically targets the head scarf worn by
Muslim young women. The FIOE is worried by the consequences of this law,
especially the spreading of discriminations against Muslim women even out
of the school place.

- The FIOE while it encourages European Muslim to actively take partto -
the development an to the stability of their societies, to fight against
extremism and violence that could lead to religious or cultural
confrontations, it also calls European authorities to recognise the Muslims
as full citizens, subjected to the same duties and enjoying the same rights

as any other citizen.
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